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NINTH CIRCUIT STATE ATTORNEY RECOGNIZES HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 

 

ORLANDO, FL – Each year, Americans observe National Hispanic Heritage Month from September 15th 

to October 15th, by celebrating the histories, cultures and contributions of American citizens whose 

ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean and Central and South America. 

 

From 1968 until 1988, Presidents Nixon, Ford, Carter and Reagan all issued the yearly proclamations, 

setting aside a week to honor Hispanic Americans. In 1987 U.S. Representative Esteban E. Torres of 

California proposed the expanding the observance to cover its current 31-day period. Torres wanted more 

time so that the nation could “properly observe and coordinate events and activities to celebrate Hispanic 

culture and achievement.” 

 

In 1988, Senator Paul Simon (D-Illinois), submitted a similar bill that successfully passed Congress and 

was signed into law by President Ronald Reagan on August 17, 1988. And on September 14, 1989, President 

George H.W. Bush (who had been a sponsor of the original Hispanic Heritage Week resolution while 

serving in the House in 1968) became the first president to declare the 31-day period from September 15 to 

October 15 as National Hispanic Heritage Month. 

 

“Not all of the contributions made by Hispanic Americans to our society are so visible or so widely 

celebrated, however. Hispanic Americans have enriched our nation beyond measure with the quiet strength 

of closely-knit families and proud communities,” Bush said. 

 

The day of September 15th is significant because it is the anniversary of independence for Latin American 

countries Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico and Chile 

celebrate their independence days on September 16th and September 18th, respectively.  

 

### 

 

 

The Office of the State Attorney for the Ninth Judicial Circuit is represented by The Honorable Monique H. 

Worrell and serves Orange and Osceola counties in Central Florida. A culturally diverse community, the 

area is home to nearly 1.4 million residents and is a vacation destination for millions each year. Our office 

is committed to making Orlando and the surrounding area a vibrant and safe place to live, work and play. 



 

 

For general media inquiries, please contact: PIO@sao9.org.  

For media records request, please contact: mediarecordsrequest@sao9.org.  

For specific media inquiries pertaining to State Attorney Monique Worrell, please contact Keisha Mulfort 

at kmulfort@sao9.org.  
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