The Office of the State Attorney
Ninth Judicial Circuit

THE NINTH
The State Attorney’s interoffice publication has been expanded to reach the general public for a

COVID-19 UPDATE
On March 1, 2020 the State Surgeon General and State Health Officer declared a public health emergency
in Florida, and on March 9, 2020, a state of emergency was declared for the entire state.
All Florida courts are responding to the COVID-19 outbreak.

A MESSAGE FROM STATE ATTORNEY

ARAMIS D. AYALA
Since taking office January 3, 2017 I have made every
effort to demonstrate what justice looks like in our
progressive and diverse community. With the presence of
COVID-19 it is just as important to show what justice
looks like during a pandemic. Equal justice requires a
foundation of objective truth, accountability and safety for
everyone we serve in Orange and Osceola Counties. We
are facing some difficult times, and still have challenges
ahead. But working effectively together, we will come
through this stronger and more conscious of both our
power and our fragility.
I am proud of the work we are doing and our unwavering
commitment to serve. We are and will continue to do our
part to seek justice, safety, and health for all people. I am
proud of our community and honored to be your State
Attorney.
May 2020

SAO9 at Work Amid COVID-19
FOLLOWING THE FLORIDA SUPREME COURT ORDERS
Our work is guided by Administrative Orders issued by the Florida Supreme Court and the Ninth Judicial Circuit Chief Judge.
We are constantly adjusting to Orders establishing protocol and scheduling for both essential and nonessential hearings.
While the Florida Rules of Criminal Procedure have not been suspended, the Florida Supreme Court has suspended time
calculations related to speedy trial.

TOP PRIORITIES
•

Limiting the spread of COVID-19

•

Highlight Domestic Violence and other abuse which could increase while people isolate during quarantine

•

Focusing prosecution efforts on violent crime as it is particularly egregious during a pandemic

•

Limiting the pretrial incarceration, prosecutions and jail sentences for low level/nonviolent offenders

•

Expanding reform policies

A FULLY FUNCTIONING OFFICE
While life for most has changed during the pandemic, our Assistant State Attorneys, Investigators, Victim Advocates and
support staff continue to show up for work in our offices on a daily basis. To limit the spread of COVID-19, we have
implemented a rotating schedule in an effort to keep the number of people in our offices to a minimum. In spite of these
changes, we remain fully functional and are prosecuting cases. We are still receiving arrest reports from police agencies daily
that are being processed for prosecution, diversion or dismissal. Our Intake Division is 100% operable and they are working
harder than ever. Attorneys are preparing their assigned cases for hearings and trial when we return to a regular schedule.
Assistant State Attorneys are appearing in courtrooms on behalf of the State of Florida and we have implemented video to go
virtual for both essential and nonessential hearings. We remain focused on protecting our community from danger and
releasing those who pose no danger to help limit the spread of COVID-19.
Our Conviction Integrity Unit also continues to work diligently. They are receiving and processing applications ensuring that
the pandemic will have only a minimal impact.
Our office staff remains safe and healthy. We are committed to maintaining social distancing and doing our part to prevent the
spread of the coronavirus.
On a lighter note: Even in the midst of the pandemic we are welcoming new Assistant State Attorneys to our team. The State
Attorney had the honor of swearing in new 4 lawyers via zoom.
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A Message to Crime Victims
We recognize this is an extremely difficult time for so many, but especially for crime victims. Some may feel as if the COVID-19
related court delays are delaying and thereby denying justice. We want to assure you we are here for you.
You can count on the 9th Circuit State Attorney’s Office to do the following:
•

Provide continued support from and access to our Victim Advocates. They remain available by phone and email, and
remain committed to addressing your concerns.

•

Protect your constitutional rights also known as Marsy’s Law

•

Protect your dignity

•

Prioritize your safety to pretrial, during trial, upon conviction

•

Avoid all unnecessary delays when we return to a regular court schedule

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE REMINDERS AND RESOURCES
During the COVID-19 pandemic, all courthouses within the Ninth Judicial Circuit are operating with limited access through May
29th, 2020. Despite limited access to the courts, anyone seeking an injunction for protection will be permitted to do so inside
the courthouse. All hearings related to Petitions for Injunctions related to the safety of an individual are considered essential
hearings and will be scheduled and heard.
There are also community resources available. If you are in immediate danger, please call 911. For additional assistance with
safety planning for your specific situation, call Harbor House’s 24-hour crisis hotline at (407) 886-2856, or Help Now of
Osceola County at (407) 847-8562 to connect with an advocate.
For specific COVID-19 concerns the emergency shelters are considered an essential service. In addition to screening they will
provide quarantine rooms. You can call the Crisis Helpline at (407) 500-HEAL (4325) or text during business hours MondayFriday (407) 497-6701. For non-emergency appointments call (407) 254-9415.
Log on at www.VictimServiceCenter.org where you will find an escape button feature.

A Message to Witnesses, Families, and the General Public
Courts have limited in person hearings to essential proceedings. No parties, witnesses, spectators or family members may
attend proceedings until emergency conditions pass, except as may be permitted by the Presiding Judge or the Chief Judge.
•

All grand jury proceedings, jury selection proceedings, and trial are suspended through June 1, 2020.

•

For anyone who was scheduled to report for jury service through May 29, 2020 your service has been completed.

•

All essential court proceedings will continue being scheduled and heard. Those include, among others, first appearance,
arraignments, hearings on motions to set or modify bond for individuals in custody, juvenile dependency shelter hearings,
juvenile delinquency detention hearings, hearings to determine whether an individual should be involuntarily committed
under the Baker Act or the Marchman Act; and hearings on petitions for extraordinary writs as necessary to protect
constitutional rights.
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A Message About Diversion
As a result of COVID-19 and the recommended social distancing many changes have been made to cases that were previously
diverted. Please contact your provider for details.
Additionally:
•

The 4 hours of community service required for the Sate Attorney’s Level 2 Drug Diversion have been eliminated. The 100
hours of community service required for the Sate Attorney’s Level 3 Drug Diversion have been reduced by 50%.

•

All tax diversion cases have been extended for a 4-month period.

A Message About County Jails and Inmate Population
Our focus on the jail population amid COVID-19 is crucial for both protecting community health and reducing recidivism.
As we work to tackle mass incarceration and expanding reform policies we are supporting and pushing for the release of
people who do not pose a safety risk or threat of danger to the public. We have chosen to distinguish between low level, nonviolent offenders and violent offenders for three reasons:
1. Violent crimes tend to have victims. They are constitutionally entitled to notice and to be heard regarding offender release.
2. Research supports the fact that low level offenders are less likely to benefit from incarceration.
3. Public Safety is a cornerstone of our work.

Our day-to-day work aims to:
•

Resolve low level cases with non-incarceration pleas at Initial Appearance.

•

Resolve low level cases with non-incarceration sentences during essential hearings.

•

Stipulate to ROR and reduced bonds when reasonable.

•

Eliminate the practice of holding low level probation violators without bond.

As a result of our work and other factors we have seen the following:
•

Substantially more cases being resolved earlier and in a manner that results in the release of inmates.

•

Orange County jail inmate population down 300

•

Osceola County jail inmate population down 300

•

Orange County jail currently at less than 50% capacity

•

Osceola County jail currently at 50% capacity

We will continue to work closely with the Chief of Corrections to ensure space in our jails is reserved for those who pose an
articulable threat of safety to our community.
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Additional Links
Ninth Circuit Courts: https://www.ninthcircuit.org/news/covid-19-information-and-update
Florida Courts: https://www.flcourts.org/Resources-Services/Emergency-Preparedness/COVID-19-Information-and-Updates
Florida Department Of Health continues to update its reporting on active cases, which can be found at:
https://floridahealthcovid19.gov/
The federal government’s updates and other information, including current guidance regarding face coverings, can be found
at: www.coronavirus.gov
The World Health Organization (WHO) provides updates on the coronavirus disease, COVID-19 that can be found at:
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/events-as-they-happen
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